
Current Speeds to Move Different Sized Objects 

From Nielsen, A. (1950) Oikos, 2, 176–96 

as reported in Ecology for Environmental Sciences, Anderson J.M. 

 

Diameter of objects 
moved (mm) 

Speed of current 
(cm/sec) 

Classification of 
Objects 

0.2 10 Mud 

1.3 25 Sand 

5 50 Gravel 

11 75 Coarse Gravel 

20 100 Pebbles 

45 150 Small Stones 

80 200 Large stones 
 (fist sized) 

180 300 Boulders 
 

 

 


